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LADIES AND GENTLEMEN PLEASE TAKE YOUR SEATS 
For your favourite Afternoon Tea

£22.50 Per person

Book your table by 31st August and receive a
complimentary glass of prosecco

/SwanLavenham @SwanLavenham
BOOK NOW 01787 247477 | info@theswanatlavenham.co.uk | www.theswanatlavenham.co.uk

The Swan at Lavenham, Hotel and Spa, High Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9QA

The men were found not guilty at 
Chelmsford Crown Court

Courts

Two men, both from London, 
were found not guilty of 
three firearms charges  
after a man reported being 
shot at.

Elton Dsaine, 24, of  Agincourt 
Road, London NW3, and Lee 
O’Sullivan, 28, of  Albert 
Street, London NW1, were 
charged with three counts of  
attempting to cause grievous 
bodily harm with intent and 
one count of  possession of  a 
shotgun with intent to cause 
fear of  violence.

Mr Sullivan was also 
charged with dangerous 
driving.

They denied the charges 
and at Chelmsford Crown 
Court were found not guilty 
on Wednesday, August 15.

The incident when shots 
were reportedly fired 
occurred around 7pm on 
Friday, November 11 last year 
in Beach Road, Clacton.

Detective Inspector Gary 
Biddle said: “We carried out a 
thorough investigation.

“The jury have reached 
their verdicts after 
consideration of  all the 
evidence we have presented to 
them in this case”.

newsbiteHit comedy show writer 
to share tips from her 
career spanning 30 years

An award-winning Suffolk 
comedy writer with a string of 
successful TV and radio shows to 
her name is to share the tricks of 
her trade at a weekend workshop.

Jan Etherington, who lives in 
Walberswick, had taught comedy 
courses in London for 10 years, 
but October’s event at The Cut in 
Halesworth will be the first in 
Suffolk. 

Ms Etherington said the course 
will share some of  the mistakes 
she has made during her 30-year 
career, much of  which has been 
spent in a writing partnership 
with her husband Gavin Petrie.

While the couple have gone on 
to pen a number of  award-
winning productions including  
Next of  Kin, The Change and 
Duck Patrol, in the early days she 
acknowledged “I knew very 
little about the art of  comedy 
writing”.

“One of  the joys, since then, is 
helping others avoid those 
mistakes and holding comedy 
writing courses, to mentor new – 
and established – writers, looking 
for guidance,” she added. 

“Thus, my courses are for 
everyone who loves comedy – 
whether you are a professional 
writer, seeking to extend your 
range; simply have an interest in 
comedy and want to learn more; 
or maybe you are trying to make 
the break into full time writing 
and want to test the ground to see 
if  comedy is for you.”

Talks will include subjects such 
as “Things I Wish I’d Known 
When I Started Out” and 
Character and Dialogue - Two 
Vital Ingredients in the Comedy 
Recipe.”

There will also be comedy 
exercises, a caption competition 
and a chance to pair up and share 
ideas with a partner. 

On the second day, participants 
will take part in a script 
workshop, followed by a chance to 
discuss each others work. 

Meanwhile, Ms Etherington is 
also working on a follow-up to her 
hit radio show Conversations 
From a Long Marriage.

The show, which first broadcast 
on BBC Radio Four on New Year’s 
Day starred Joanna Lumley and 
Roger Allam  whose roles sought 
to challenge stereotypical 
“babyboomer” portrayals of  

ageing couples.
Ms Etherington’s course is set to 

take place on Saturday and 
Sunday, October 6 and 7, as part of  
the Ink Festival, which features 
short plays, poetry performances 

and a series of  talks and 
workshops.

Visit inkfestival.org/workshops/ 
for more information and to buy 
tickets. 
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